
Goods trade between Åland and EU countries

This is a compilation of several authority web pages. The instruction will be updated
when necessary. To ensure that you always have access to the latest information, we
recommend that you contact the relevant authority.

General information on Åland
Through Finland, The Åland Islands are part of the EU and belong to EU customs
territory, but are outside the EU fiscal territory (VAT, excise). For tax purposes, Åland
is therefore considered a third area when trading with the rest of the EU – in everyday
language we say that Åland has a tax border with the rest of Finland and EU.

This means that when trading with goods across Åland’s borders, the trade is import
and export and customs formalities are applied. Therefore, both exporters and
importers, companies and individuals have to declare their goods.

For example: an EU company exporting goods to Åland has to submit an export
declaration and the buyer in Åland has to make an import declaration. It is also
possible to use a customs agent. The seller needs to sell the goods without VAT, since
export sales are tax free and the buyer pays the taxes upon import.

Goods classification and commodity codes
As an exporter, you are responsible for ensuring that the goods you export are
classified with the correct commodity code. If you are unsure, you can ask your
supplier or check it in TARIC yourself.

You can also forward the documentation for the export declaration to your trade
partner to ensure that they, as importers, have access to the correct information for
their import declaration.

Intra-Community trade
Åland being outside of the EU fiscal territory, Åland companies can't generally use
their VAT number when trading with other EU countries: goods crossing Åland's
borders is foreign trade.

1
Ålands Näringsliv – The Åland Chamber of Commerce
Naringsliv.ax | Nygatan 6 | +358 18 29 029

https://taxation-customs.ec.europa.eu/customs-4/calculation-customs-duties/customs-tariff/classification-goods_en


However, even Åland companies can engage in intra-Community trade with their
Finnish VAT number when the goods are located in the EU fiscal area and transported
to or from mainland Finland.

Good to know:
- In the EU, it is mandatory to have an EORI number. An EORI relates to all types

of customs operations such as export, import and transit.
- It is possible to use a customs agent to handle your customs clearance.

The Åland Chamber of Commerce tax border office provides free of charge customs
counselling and helps with other tax border related questions.

Vänligen observera att den av Ålands Näringsliv tillhandahållna avgiftsfria
skattegränsrådgivningen om den åländska skattegränsen inte är personlig skatterådgivning utan
en allmän informationstjänst. Ålands Näringsliv garanterar inte noggrannheten, fullständigheten
eller användbarheten av den information som tillhandahålls inom ramen för
skattegränsrådgivningen. Ålands Näringsliv ansvarar inte för resultaten av den information som
lämnas. Nyttjaren av informationstjänsten förstår att tillämpningen av informationen som ges är
beroende av flera faktorer, inklusive nyttjarens eget agerande och beslut. Nyttjaren förstår och
accepterar att alla beslut baserade på den givna informationen är nyttjarens eget ansvar. Om
nyttjaren önskar individuell skatte- eller skattegränsrådgivning behöver nyttjaren kontakta
Tullen, Skatteförvaltningen eller professionell skatterådgivare.
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